The Program in International Relations (IR) offers an interdisciplinary undergraduate major, minor and honors program allowing students to explore how global, regional and domestic factors influence relations between actors on the world stage. The program equips students with the skills and knowledge necessary to analyze choices and challenges that arise in this arena. IR majors pursue study in world politics, including courses in Political Science, Economics, History, languages, and other fields focusing on issues such as international security, political economy, economic development, and democratization. The major prepares students for careers in government and the corporate sector, and for admission into graduate programs including, but not exclusive to law, business, economics, and political science.
Bachelor of Arts in International Relations
In the undergraduate major program, students focus on political, economic, and cultural relations among peoples and states in the modern world. Students majoring in IR will pursue a course of study that includes classes in Political Science, Economics, History, languages and other fields. IR majors may focus on a range of issues including international security, international trade and finance, political and economic development as well as history, politics and culture of other countries and world regions. All IR majors must spend at least one quarter studying abroad and show proficiency in a foreign language.
Minor in International Relations
In the undergraduate minor program, students will also focus on political, economic, and cultural relations among peoples and states in the modern world. Students minoring in IR will pursue a condensed course of study that includes classes in Political Science, Economics, History, languages, and other fields. IR minors may focus on a range of issues including international security, international trade and finance, political and economic development as well as history, politics and culture of other countries and world regions. IR minors are not required to study abroad or show proficiency in a foreign language.
Honors Program
The International Relations honors program offers qualified students the opportunity to conduct a major independent research project under faculty guidance. Such a project requires a high degree of initiative and dedication, significant amounts of time and energy, and demonstrated skills in research and writing.
In their junior year, students should consult with prospective honors advisors, choose the courses that provide academic background in their areas of inquiry, and demonstrate an ability to conduct independent research. Students can also select to complete an Interdisciplinary honors thesis with other programs on campus.
Prerequisites for participation include a 3.5 grade point average (GPA), a strong overall academic record, good academic standing, successful experience in writing a research paper, and submission of an 
Coterminal Programs in Related Fields
It is possible for students majoring in International Relations to work simultaneously for a coterminal master's degree in a number of related fields. Coterminal students should consult advisers in both departments or programs to ensure that they fulfill the degree requirements in both fields. For information on the M.A. program in International Policy, see the "International Policy (http://exploredegrees.stanford.edu/ schoolofhumanitiesandsciences/internationalpolicy)" section of this bulletin. University requirements for the coterminal M.A. are described in the "Coterminal Degree (http://exploredegrees.stanford.edu/ cotermdegrees)s" section of this bulletin. See also the Registrar's Coterminal Degree Programs (https://registrar.stanford.edu/students/ coterminal-degree-programs) pages.
Bachelor of Arts in International Relations
The International Relations (IR) major is designed to provide students with an interdisciplinary education of both foundational skills and specific knowledge necessary to analyze contemporary international relations.
Suggested Preparation for the Major
Prospective International Relations majors are advised to consider Thinking Matters courses that relate to international relations to satisfy a major requirement. Also recommended is any introductory seminar taught by International Relations affiliated faculty through Stanford Introductory Studies.
Degree Requirements
Students interested in majoring in International Relations are encouraged to declare during their sophomore year, but no later than the beginning of their junior year to ensure timely completion of the program. They are urged to discuss their plans with the undergraduate student services officer as early as possible, and to take recommended preparatory courses for the major in their freshman and sophomore years. To declare the major, students must fill out the Declaration of Major in Axess; choose a faculty advisor; and submit completed and acceptable program proposal forms to the Director of the Program in International Relations (IR). It is recommended that students meet with their faculty advisor at least once per academic year to discuss progress towards degree completion. Quarterly meetings are highly encouraged. Students completing a double major, or who have a minor, are also required to file a Major-Minor and Multiple Major Course Approval Form (https:// stanford.box.com/MajMin-MultMaj) by the Final Study List deadline for the term in which the student intends to graduate.
With the exception of foreign language courses used to satisfy the twoyear language requirement, which may be taken for CR/NC, all IR major courses, listed below, must be taken for a letter grade of 'C' or better. Transfer courses from universities outside of Stanford must receive a 'B-' or better to count towards degree requirements. Up to five units of Directed Reading can be counted towards major requirements. Up to three non-Stanford courses, for a maximum of fifteen units, may be counted towards degree requirements. Request for transfer credit, including course syllabi and official transcripts, should be submitted to the undergraduate student services officer, and to the Office of the Registrar's external credit evaluation section. Approval of such courses toward the major is at the discretion of the Faculty Director.
Students majoring in International Relations must complete a minimum of 70 units (30 units of core courses as well as 40 units of specialization courses). As part of the core curriculum, IR majors must take an Introductory economics course. Students must take 40 units of specialization courses in order to meet the 70 units required for the major. 20-25 units must be from the student's primary specialization; 15-20 units from the secondary specialization. Functional specializations are not declared on Axess nor are they printed on the diploma or transcript.
The following courses are approved for each functional specialization.
Africa
Crosslisted courses may appear in the list below multiple times.
Crosslisted courses may only be taken once for credit. 
Units

AFRICAAM 49S
International Security
Crosslisted courses may appear in the list below multiple times. Crosslisted courses may only be taken once for credit. 
Units
Middle East and Central Asia
Units
Minor in International Relations
A minor in International Relations (IR) is intended to provide an interdisciplinary background allowing a deeper understanding of contemporary international issues. To declare the IR minor, students must complete the application for a minor in Axess and complete the IR 
